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emulation of this preposterous production, is building for himself
a vast Italian palace at I adore, which is to cost many lakhs of
rupees, and will be like Trentham, or Buckingham Palace, or any*
thing else in the world but a habitation meet for kings. This sorb
of thing has been going on all ever India ever since the establish-
ment of the British peace."

Just how the process is carried on in detail is ex-
plained by Mr. Havell in an article entitled * Indian
Administration ' in the * Nineteenth Century ' for June,
1907.*

As an example of Government at its best I give
the following details of endeavour to build in the national
style, in a particular case in Ceylon. Needless to say,
traditional craftsmen were not employed.

The building referred to is a memorial rest house at
Huvanvella. The moulding round the wall, a, few feet
from the floor, instead of forming an actual part of the
wall, as in all old work, consists entirely of plaster ap-
plied to the surface of the wall, and is already breaking
away. But perhaps the worst feature is a part of the
doors. The contractor has remarked the massive arched
lintel of a Kandyan door, and by way of imitation, has
fastened on to each half of the double door a half sham
lintel, so that when the doors are closed, it would be just
possible at a little distance to suppose that a real lintel
was there. And so on with other details. I
have pointed out that such work is the in-
evitable result of employing ignorant contractors
and ignoring the traditional craftsmen ; and that the only
method of saving the traditional skill of Sinhalese crafts-
men is to return to the old system of .State recognition. If
men in the future are to be able still to avail themselves
* See appendix to my " Indian Craftsman."